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Hello! 

Thanks so much for your interest in my academic editing services! I’ve prepared the following information for you to 
answer questions about the services I offer through my small, independent writing business called the Mérida Collective 
Writing Project. 

Academic Editing  

I primarily provide these academic editing services: 

● Copyediting 
● Proofreading 
● Text formatting (no LaTex) 

At this time, I offer limited developmental editing feedback. Developmental editing involves assessing how to restructure 
major parts of an overall text. I am happy to refer you to a developmental editor for this kind of extensive work. 

Projects that I work on include: 

● Book manuscripts and chapters 
● Journal articles 
● Dissertations and theses 
● Book proposals 
● Grant proposals  
● Job application materials 
● Assorted non-fiction projects (blogs, manuals, etc.) 

I do not produce written work for undergraduate or graduate students under any circumstances. 

I work primarily with faculty and graduate students in the following fields: 

● History 
● Philosophy 
● Anthropology 
● Psychology 
● Sociology 
● Literature 
● Modern languages 
● Education 
● Political science 
● Religious studies 
● Music 
● Social Work 

I have significant experience working with scholars who speak and write English as a second (and sometimes as a third) 
language. I’ve worked with scholars who speak Spanish, Dutch, German, Somali, Farsi, and Mandarin. 

 

 



 

I use established style guides to standardize my editorial choices: 

● Chicago Manual of Style, 17th Edition 
● American Psychological Association, 6th Edition 
● Modern Language Association Style Guide, 8th Edition 
● Specific in-house style guides 

Working with Me 

My editing schedule often fills up a month in advance. Please schedule editing services as early as possible to ensure 
that I have sufficient time for your project. 

I provide all potential clients with a free 750 word (~3 pages) sample edit prior to beginning any work to ensure that my 
editing style meets your needs. If unsatisfied, you’re under no obligation to retain me as an editor and I’m happy to refer 
you to another editor who may meet your needs better. 

I’m also happy to provide you with a free twenty-minute initial consult video or phone call to discuss the details of your 
work and make sure we’ll be a good team before you commit to working with me. 

Before we start working together, I’ll have you read and sign a short editing contract. I’ll also provide you with a detailed 
work plan and estimate of total cost. 

I edit at an approximate rate of five pages (assuming 250 words per page) an hour. For example, if you would like me to 
edit a fifty page text, I’ll need approximately 10 hours to complete the editing. Additional work, such as editing citations, 
footnotes, and references may take more time. I also charge rush fees for any project that requires a less than 72 hour 
turnaround. 

I do all text editing in Google docs, which has a nice set of track changes features. I will download the final edited 
document in Word (.docx) or the format of your choice and email it to you. I format documents in Microsoft Word 2016, 
including title page and front matter, headings, table of contents, images, footnotes, and references. 

I’m happy to speak with you about your concerns at any point during the editing process. We can talk via video chat, 
phone, email, or text during normal business hours (M-F, 9am-5pm MDT). 

My 2018 editing rate is $50/USD per hour. I work with 50% of the estimated cost up front and the remaining 50% upon 
receipt. I will release your final edited document to you upon receipt of final payment. When we’re done, I will provide 
you with a receipt of payment. I accept payments via Paypal, SquareCash, Venmo, and Google Wallet. I regret to say 
that I cannot accept personal checks. 

Ready to talk with me about your work? Send me an email and let’s get started!  

Warm wishes, 

Lisa 

P.S. What’s with the name Mérida Collective Writing Project? I picked it because it embodies what I believe about writing 
as a collaborative, experiential process. In addition to collaboration, I value critical thinking, compassion, and creativity. 
You can find out more about me here.  
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